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Primary English Subject Knowledge Audit 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Subject Knowledge 

 
Pre-Course 
Knowledge 

 
AP1 

Autumn Term 

 

 
AP2 

Spring Term 

 
AP3 

Summer 
Term 

 

 
Final 

Assessment 
Summer Term 

 
 

Action Plan for Development 

 
Dates 

  

18 November 24 
to 

2 December 24 

 

 

3 March 25  
to 

24 March 25 

 

28 April 25 
 to 

12 May 25 

  

Spoken Language       
I understand that spoken language underpins 
the development of reading and writing 

      

I know how to help pupils’ articulate and justify 
their answers, arguments and opinions 

      

Support pupils to speak audibly and fluently 
with an increasing command of standard 
English 

      

I am aware of the term Oracy and its 
importance in school 

      

I know how to develop Oracy with pupils       

  RAG Rating Key  
S  Secure knowledge = I have good pedagogical content knowledge and would be able to teach it  

D  Developing knowledge = I understand it, I need to study it further to be able to teach it  

L  Limited Knowledge = I have little knowledge and have not seen it taught  

Throughout this course, you must demonstrate continuous improvement in your subject knowledge to meet the required standards. Strong expertise in subject knowledge 

is essential for effective teaching. You will show your knowledge partly through lesson observations, but also by completing the subject knowledge audit below at each 

assessment point during your training year. The audit's red-amber-green rating of course content will map your progress. This live document will serve as a professional 

tool that you can build on throughout the early stages of your teaching career. The audits are to help you identify those areas of the curriculum where you may have less 

knowledge or confidence.  
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Children need to develop a broader, deeper 
and richer vocabulary to discuss abstract 
concepts and enhance their knowledge of 
language 

      

Writing       
The programmes of study for writing are 
constructed into transcription (spelling and 
handwriting) and composition (articulating 
ideas and structuring them) 

      

I know the words containing each of to 40+ 
phonemes 

      

I can apply simple spelling rules as listed in 
English appendix 1 

      

I know how children should sit correctly,and 
hold a pencil 

      

I understand how to use a possessive 
apostrophe 

      

I know how to use an expanded noun phrase 
to convey complicated information concisely 

      

I understand the difference between 
subordination (when, if, that, because) and co-
ordination (or, and, but) 

      

I understand basic grammatical terminology 
such as noun, pronoun, conjunction, adverb, 
preposition, fronted adverbial 

      

I am aware of how to use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate parenthesis 

      

I am aware of how to use semi-colons or 
colons to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses 

      

I can recognise vocabulary and structures that 
are appropriate for formal speech and writing 
including subjunctive forms 

      

Language Comprehension       
I know how to use activities effectively to 
develop pupils’ language 

      

I know how to support pupils with speech, 
language and communication needs 

      

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
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Storytime       
I understand the importance of daily time for 
stories 

      

I know to prepare story reading in advance to 
capture pupil’s attention 

      

I have a wide knowledge of traditional 
children’s literature 

      

I have a wide knowledge of contemporary 
children’s literature 

      

I know to offer pupils books that give them the 
opportunity to encounter other people and 
characters with:  

• Similar experiences and perspectives to 
their own  

• Different experiences and perspectives to 
their own 

      

I know I need to re-read stories and talk to 
pupils about them to build their familiarity and 
understanding 

      

I feel confident exploring ‘second tier’ 
vocabulary (meaning vocabulary that pupils 
are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation 
but will come across in writing) in wider 
contexts, once pupils know a story well 

      

I can regularly make sure that our book corner 
is appealing to pupils, refreshing it as they 
experience new books 

      

Phonics       
I understand the nature of the English 
alphabetic code 

      

I understand the principles underpinning a 
programme of synthetic phonics 

      

I know which decodable books to select to 
read with pupils, based on their stage of 
learning 

      

I understand the specific purpose of the 
phonics screening check 
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Fluency       
I understand why fluency is essential for 
pupils’ reading comprehension 

      

I feel confident making sure pupils can decode 
accurately before getting them to move on to 
read a new book 

      

I feel confident explaining the meaning of new 
words to pupils to increase their vocabulary 
and accelerate their reading of words ‘at a 
glance’ 

      

 

 

 

 


